
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear FBCC Family,  
 
Life as we know it has dramatically changed in these last few days due to the spread of the 
Coronavirus.  What was only a few weeks ago a threat on the other side of the world has made 
its way to our backyard.  Right now, it’s understandable if you’re deeply concerned about your 
health, your family’s health, your job, your finances, and your future.  I can’t even begin to 
guess when this coronavirus scare will pass, but I know beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
God is still on His throne, He’s still in control, and that He has a plan to guide us through this 
by His grace, and it will turn out for our good and for His glory.  I can also assure you that you 
don’t face these challenges alone.  Your church family loves you and we will stand with you 
and support you in ministry and prayer no matter what happens.   
 
Just like so many businesses, schools, sporting events and more, our church is making major 
changes to adjust to the new realities.  In cooperation with the guidelines put out by our 
President and in cooperation with our local schools and local government, our church will not 
be meeting for Connect Groups or Worship for the next three Sundays.  Instead, we will be 
providing a broadcast of our worship service on both Facebook Live and YouTube at 10:00 
am.  For those who can’t watch online, we will have DVD’s available to be pre-ordered (by 
phone or email) and picked up on Sunday at the church from 11:20 until Noon, or at the church 
anytime later in the week.  The decision to cancel our public gatherings has not been made 
lightly.  We are committed to honoring Christ and fulfilling His calling for our church, while at 
the same time being wise and sensitive to the very real health threat we are facing. 
 
In addition to temporarily suspending our public services, as of Monday, March 23rd, we will be 
receiving people at the church office by appointment only.  This is to ensure that our office staff 
is able to continue to work together to coordinate our church’s ministries during this time.  If 
you need to visit with a minister for encouragement and prayer, you are more than welcome to 
call the church office anytime at 390-2131.    
 
Just because we can’t gather at our church building, it doesn’t mean our church has 
temporarily ceased to exist.  In fact, we are committed to doing ministry and living on mission 
as much as, if not more than, ever before.  After all, the Great Commission and the Great 
Commandment were not cancelled by the coronavirus.  Our church staff is working hard to find 
creative ways to continue to navigate the ever-changing challenges this health crisis brings. 
 
The Lord laid it on my heart to lead our church family to focus on these key priorities during 
this time: 

• Keeping our hope in Christ during this crisis 
• Staying connected to our church family while we’re apart  
• Providing care for our church members in need 
• Serving our community well 
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To help us fulfill these priorities, here’s what I’m encouraging everyone to do: 
 

• Worship Weekly: Join us each Sunday at 10:00 AM for the online broadcast of our 
weekly Worship service.  We’re working to improve the overall quality of the broadcast 
and provide additional opportunities for viewers to get engaged.  For example, I will be 
hosting a Q & A session on Facebook Live immediately after the service to answer 
questions that viewers send in by text message.  We also will have ministers available 
immediately after the service to take phone calls from anyone who needs 
encouragement and prayer.  
(See the information about the DVD option above.)   
 

• Devote Daily: Study God’s Word Daily using our enclosed Bible reading plan  
(Watch the accompanying daily devotional video online for additional encouragement) 
 

• Kneel at Noon: Pray at Noon every day using our special church Prayer Guide 
(Watch the daily video ministry and prayer update from Pastor Andy beforehand to help 
you prepare.) 
 

• Connect 4: Contact at least 4 people each day to check on them, encourage them and 
to offer to pray for them.  Try to contact a balance of both church members and 
unchurched friends and neighbors.  Pay special attention to those who are in need of 
encouragement and care. 
(if you need contact information for any of our church members, including our 
homebound members, please call the church office at 390-2131.) 

 

Here are some of the additional ways our church staff is working to lead our church, 
meet needs, and mobilize our church for ministry during this time: 
• Dakota and Colt will also be creatively engaging and spiritually encouraging kids and 

students throughout the week and equipping families to grow in Christ together while 
they have some increased time together. 

• Brandon is focused on mobilizing our Connect Group leaders to contact and keep in 
touch with and care for their members on a regular basis.  Your Connect Group may 
typically meet on Sundays, but its ministry matters all throughout the week.   

• We are developing a plan to use online meeting tools to host Connect Group “get 
togethers” to enhance community. 

• We will have “Testimony Tuesdays and Thursdays” where we will post video 
testimonies of church members on social media so that you can get to know your 
church family better. 

• We are calling all our homebound members to see how our church can best serve them 
at this time, and we will continue to check in on them more frequently.  We will not be 
making in-home visits to eliminate any chance we could unintentionally infect them.   

• We are available to pick up and deliver groceries or other essentials to our elderly, 
homebound, or sick members as needed.  

• We have a team of volunteers calling every member on our church roll to encourage 
and pray for them.  

• Unfortunately, local hospitals have radically changed their visitation policy to prevent 
the spread of infection.  To comply, we will be making regular phone calls to all our 
members who have surgery or hospitalized. 

• We will be making the most of your time at home by offering some short classes online 
such as evangelism training using the “3 Circles” method.    

• We will be keeping you informed about the prayer needs of our church’s mission 
partners, whose lives and ministries are radically disrupted by the coronavirus.  

• We are in the process of seeing how our church can play a role in supporting and 
encouraging our local first-responders and work alongside our local schools to help 
serve and/or deliver meals to kids in our community. 

• We are trying to find the safest way possible to continue Food Pantry and Mobile Meals 



 
 
Schedule Changes 
One of the biggest questions people have asked us is how our schedule of activities and 
events has changed due to the coronavirus.  We don’t know what additional events will be 
cancelled or rescheduled in the future, but here’s what we know now: 
    
   Revised Weekly Schedule: 
   Sundays:   We will ONLY have online Worship at 10:00 AM 
   Mon.- Thur.:  The Office will be open from 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
       (For the safety of everyone involved, we will receive people by 
       appointment ONLY starting March 23rd.) 
 

Other Events and Ministries:    
We will not have any Sunday evening or Wednesday evening activities.  No groups or 
ministries will be meeting other than a few groups that will be meeting online or by phone, 
and our Mobile Meals and our Food Pantry ministries, which we will offer for as long as we 
can. Events that have been cancelled include Go Students Training on 3/27-29, the 5th 
Sunday Sing on 3/29, the Easter Cantata on 4/5, Sr. Adult Night Out on 4/7, Living Lord’s 
Supper on 4/9, BGCO Women’s Retreat on 4/17-18, March Business Meeting.  Other 
events are being postponed like our VBS Emphasis Day and the start of our spring Fitness 
Ministry classes.  If you have any questions about our schedule, please contact us. 
 
We Need Your Support 
One of the biggest steps of faith you can make right now is to continue to faithfully support 
the work and ministry of your church right now through not only your prayers, but also 
through your generous giving.  In light of how the Coronavirus is hurting businesses and 
slowing the economy, everyone is understandably very concerned about their personal 
financial outlook right now.  Our church may not be meeting together during this time, but 
our ministries, service to our community, and our care for our members is dramatically 
increasing.  In many ways, we need your support now more than ever.  As always, we are 
doing everything we can to be the best stewards of every dollar we receive.  We are 
already reducing spending in order to mobilize as much of our resources as possible to 
meet needs and minister to people.  Here’s how you can continue to give your tithes and 
offerings during this time: 

 

    • By Mail: PO Box 947 / Choctaw, OK / 73020 
 

    • Online Giving: www.fbchcoctaw.org/giving 
 

    • By Text: 405-655-5507 
 

    • In Person at the Church Office: Please call ahead first at 405-390-2131  
 
Thank you for reading this LONG letter.  Though these are different and difficult times, I am 
confident (as Paul writes in Philippians 1:6) that He who began a good work in us will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  God is not done with us yet.  He will sustain us 
by His grace, unite us by His love, and will empower us by His Spirit to be the church that we 
need, our community needs, and the Kingdom of God needs us to be even in the face of the 
toughest challenges.   
 
With much love and prayer, 
Pastor Andy 
 
 
 
 


